


 

 
2 BERNARD ROBERTS CITATION 

Marben is the only UK manufacturer of stokers, essential parts without which 
power station boilers cannot work.  
 
In 1994, Marben was awarded a contract, funded by the World Bank, to 
refurbish three power stations in Zimbabwe. Bernard found Zimbabwe an eye-
opening experience, and was particularly struck by the needs of communities 
lacking water, and of children in particular. He saw a school in which 15 
children would share a single stub of a pencil in their lessons. Before the 
school day started they would walk eight kilometres to a well, and eight 
kilometres back, to get buckets of water. The water was dirty, and children 
and teachers regularly died. Bernard’s immediate response, as an active 
lifelong member of the Salvation Army, was to use its international networks 
to raise funds and start projects. One borehole and pipe, originally dug to 
supply that isolated school, now provides clean water for 22,000 people in the 
nearby village of Seula. Many other projects followed, and Bernard tells 
moving stories of lives and communities changed, and success built on 
success: water; crops; goats; wool; clothing for sale in the markets; and so it 
goes on. He has also raised charitable funding to repair and equip hospitals, 
and to build churches, which for many are the only source of help in 
Zimbabwe’s humanitarian crisis.   
 
Bernard is passionate about education at all levels. He has sponsored and 
promoted the education of many orphaned children. Working with Dr Ven 
Tauringana, a member of staff in this University, he has given immense 
support to Africa University, a Pan-African university at Mutare. Many BU 
academics, and our Students’ Union, have supported his scheme to provide 
textbooks – over 3,000 so far – for students who cannot afford these things  
which we so easily take for granted.   
 
Although he is very much at home in Zimbabwe, where he regularly braved 
the dangers of travel in the bush, Bernard is a true inte


