
  

 

 

 
 

ALEX JAMES  

 

My Lord and Chancellor, 

 
Alex James is a musician and music producer, journalist, media presenter, farmer and 
entrepreneur. Born and raised in Bournemouth, he achieved international success as 
the bassist with Blur. Alex writes prolifically for national newpapers and magazines, 
and his first book Bit of a Blur was released in 2007. His Oxfordshire farm produces 
award-winning cheeses.   

Alex attended Bournemouth School where much was expected of him academically; 
but he underperformed in the sixth form because he was already making music. This 
was in the mid 1980s and he was caught up in what he decribes as ‘the apotheosis of 
pop music and youth culture’, at a time when music dominated the popular media, 
much as celebrity does now. His father had taught him the piano, and he learned the 



In 2009, almost 20 years after its formation, Blur reconvened for a UK tour and a 
celebrated appearance at Glastonbury. More acclaim and honours quickly followed, 
notably the 2009 Mojo Inspiration Award, and ‘Best Live Act’ at the Q Awards, and a 
Guardian review which called Blur ‘the best Glastonbury headliners in an age’.  
 
In recent years, Alex’s marriage and family responsibilities have replaced a rock-and-
roll lifestyle. His musical perspectives have changed too: he explains how how his first 
hearing of the William Tell Overture ‘blew him away’ and he became immersed in the 
world of classical music. Since then he has presented the ‘Evening Sequence’ on BBC 
6 Music, and ‘The Tube’ on Channel 4 Radio. His 100-part ser
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