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Lizzie Gauntlett

Prior to coming to Bournemouth  
University in 2014, Lizzie worked as a 
widening participation practitioner and taught 
A-Level students. Lizzie’s research interests 
lie in education and psychology and their 
intersections and she has published in this area.

Lizzie’s thesis is concerned with exploring the 
phenomenon of resilience through the lived 
experience of low-income students. The focus 
on resilience is part of a positive psychology 
model that can be used to listen to those 
‘quiet voices’ which tell us about the everyday 
experience for these students. 

The research uses a qualitative methodology 
known as Interpretative Phenomenological 
Analysis. Listening to the voices of students 
who are persisting and succeeding provides 
rich, qualitative data to elucidate complex, 
situated processes. Semi-structured, in-depth 
individual interviews were conducted with 
these participants in winter 2015. 

Initial analysis of the data suggests an 
important role for familial, social and 
institutional factors, alongside more 
dispositional traits typically associated  
with resilience.

Meet the team: Our PhD students
Below are profiles of the students undertaking their doctorates as part of the Fair Access  
Research programme.

Ed Bickle

Before starting his PhD, Ed conducted 
research and evaluation within the widening 
participation field. He brings this expertise  
into his academic research. Ed passionately 
believes that research needs to give voice to 
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Publications News
Gauntlett, L., Bickle, E., Collins, B., Heaslip, 
V., Thomas, G. and Eccles, S. Interpretive 
Phemomenological Analysis: A means of 
exploring aspiration and resilience  
amongst Widening Participation students, 
Widening Participation and Lifelong  
Learning, Vol 19:2, Open University, Centre  
for Widening Participation  
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/wp-abstract

Hunt, C., Collins, B., Wardrop, A., Hutchings, 
M. Heaslip, V., Pritchard, C., First and second 
generation design and engineering students: 
experience, attainment and factors influencing 
them to attend University, perceptions of 
student experience www.bournemouth.ac.uk/
student-experience-article

At the heart of the Fair Access Research 
project is a commitment to working 
together for widening participation. We 
understand that to make a difference to 
students requires collective effort and a 
sharing of different expertise. The project 
team is interested in continuing to find 
ways to transform practice at BU and in 
higher education more widely.

For more information, and to read some of 
our Fair Access Research blogs, take a look 
at the Centre for Excellence blog:

www.bournemouth.ac.uk/fair-access

If you want to know more about the project, 
develop an idea or find ways to embed 
fair access research into your work email 
Vanessa (vheaslip@bournemouth.ac.uk) or 
Clive (chunt@bournemouth.ac.uk)

• Organisational learning and widening 
participation: Maggie Hutchings and 
Alex Wardrop presented their research 
at the Society for Research into Higher 
Education (SRHE) international conference 
in December 2016. Their paper explored 
knowledge management and organisational 
memory, and learning together, and they 
presented a theoretical schema identifying 
different models for organisational learning 
and widening participation.

• Evaluating outreach: Vanessa Heaslip is 
leading a systematic review to identify how 
the impact of outreach is being understood 
in current UK research.

• New academic advisers Guidance for WP: 
The FAR team have created new 
widening participation guidance 
for academic advisers, available at 
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/wp-guidance
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